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Neigbourhood Week 
It was great to see several of 
you making a special effort to 
celebrate Neighbourhood Week  
by getting together with your 
neighbours.  Many thanks to 
Debra Jones and Keith Ray-
mond for being our  front people 
and willing to talk to the papers 
about Neighbourhood Support .  
We also heard from Ngaire 
McInnes about a very pleasant 
morning tea held 49A Peter 
Street and in Oak Gr nibbles 
between 5pm-7pm 
Can your group  have a similar 
gathering in 2012 ??? 

Vital statistics 
We currently have 202 Street 
Groups with a total of  2529   
households enrolled with Neigh-
bourhood Support.  We want to 
grow this number in 2012 so if you 
have friends or family who might 
be interested in starting a group 
please let us know.   

 

Time to think of others and be a good neighbour.  

You might think that at this time of year you do nothing but think about others.  Hours spent   
looking for suitable gifts for everyone in the family; not to mention the teacher, the postperson, 
the daughterôs boyfriend etc. And then there are the numerous parties, end of year breakups, 
family get-togetherôs; all of which require at least a plate and often a Secret Santa present too.  
 Many of us will also be planning holidays, booking camp sites, getting the car serviced, 
booking tickets and making sure no family member has been offended because their invitation to 
join in the holiday was forgotten in the rush. Planning the Christmas food can be another major 
undertaking when it is likely that at least one member of the Christmas Day gathering will be  

gluten free, lactose intolerant, vegetarian, vegan, on a diet or diabetic.  Itôs a wonder our poor 
brains can cope and no wonder that we arrive at Christmas Day exhausted and frazzled.   
 How often do we sit back and wonder what itôs all about and where the real joy of Christmas 
has disappeared to?  Do we sometimes hanker for simpler times and wish the world would stop 
and let us off? 
 In those more simple times we might have had more time to notice those around us who 
are left out of this crazy merry-go-round.  We might have noticed elderly neighbours who have no 
family living nearby to spend Christmas with.  Neighbours who are single and will spend the 
Christmas Day alone. Neighbours on low incomes or single parent families struggling to make 
Christmas fun for their kids on a tight budget. Or neighbours who are new to the district or to the 
country and are missing their own families far away. 
 Making a difference for neighbours like these doesnôt have to be another huge burden on 
our over-worked shoulders.  An invitation for a cup of tea, a chat at the gate, a plate of mince 
pies or a Christmas card are all small ways in which we can make a difference and help  
someone feel that someone cares.    
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Thanks to our sponsors 

Grateful thanks to Smallbones  
Bros Ltd  and AMI Insurance 
for providing  us with our car,    
fuel, maintenance and          
insurance. 

Thank you for your help throughout the 
year and wishing you a happy and safe 

holiday season from Rosey and Sue  


