
                                                              
 

 
 

TE AWAMUTU & DISTRICTS NEIGHBOURHOOD SUPPORT 
NEWSLETTER/INFORMATION SHEET  

SUMMER 2011-12 
 

Dear NSG Coordinators - Urban & Rural. 

 

Welcome to the Summer NSG Newsletter.  

I hope everyone got through the changeable 

spring weather, though it still seems to be with 

us now.  A big welcome to all new Support 

Groups who have joined our District wide 

network.       

A word from CommSafe: 

CommSafe, formerly, the Te Awamutu Safer 
Community Charitable Trust, is committed to 
making Te Awamutu and its surrounding areas as 
safe as possible to live, work and raise a family. 
 
As we draw closer to the Christmas / New Year 
period it is timely to remind everyone about the 
importance of our own safety and that of our 
neighbours.  Sadly gone are the days of regularly 
seeing the “bobby on the beat” as the New Zealand 
Police is challenged with the growing incidents of 
serious crime and accidents.  The increase in the 
Neighbourhood Support Groups has helped 
residents feel more secure in their own homes.  
Covering both urban and rural areas around the 
 Te Awamutu area, neighbourhood support groups 
have grown from 46 groups in April 2008 to over 
180, covering a total of 1445+ properties. 
 

As well as Neighbourhood Support, CommSafe 
manages the Te Awamutu Community Patrols (or 
Night Owls as they are called in some towns).  
This is a dedicated group of volunteers who patrol 
the streets of Te Awamutu, Kihikihi, Ohaupo and 
Pirongia. They act as ‘eyes and ears’ for Police.   
Over the past 2 years a number of our volunteers 
have been recognised by CPNZ (Community Patrols 
New Zealand) for police results they have achieved 
as a direct effect of their observations and actions. 
 

Recruitment time: If you know anyone who 

may be interested in being a Community 

Patroller, please get in touch with me or the 

local Community Police Officer.  (Details below)     

 

 

 

 

Current Crime issues: 

With the summer being warmer and the days 
longer many houses are being left open, with 
occupants not around.  This is an open 
invitation to the „low life‟ burglar. Please be 
careful and conscious of proper security 
measures. Remember, if you make an easy  
opportunity for a burglar, chances are he/she 
will be back to check out the whole 
neighbourhood at some point.  
Most victims of burglary say that it is not usually 
the loss of their possessions that affected them 
the most – it was the feeling that some 
unauthorised person(s) has been through their 
home and chattels. 
 
With some of you getting ahead with your 
Christmas shopping, please don‟t leave 
anything stacked around a tree in the lounge in 
full view. How handy that is for an offender who 
can scoop up everything desirable all at once! 
 

The Police, Fire and Ambulance appeal to 

all residents and their guests to remain safe 
during the festive season and annual holiday 
period. 
 
 
Please read and implement the following 
suggestions before your break:  
 
PRIOR TO THE XMAS BREAK: 

¶ Ensure your car, boat and trailer have 
been serviced, and your warrant of 
fitness and registration are current. 

¶ Ensure your home is securely locked, 
including garages or garden sheds. 
Arrange with a neighbour to mind your 
home and ensure they have a key and 
have your contact details in case of 
emergency. 

¶ Vehicles left at home should be secured 
in the garage. 



                                                              
 

 
 

¶ For those who have animals, ensure 
dogs are exercised and all pets are fed 
daily. 

¶ Ensure all appliances, other than fridges 
and freezers, are turned off and 
disconnected from the power source. 

¶ Whilst shopping, ensure purchases 
being left in unattended vehicles are 
secured in the boot, not left on display 
on the back seat. 

¶ Do not openly display gifts under your 
Christmas tree that are easily visible to 
pedestrians walking past or unknown 
callers to your address. 

¶ Remember host responsibility when 
hosting a Christmas or New Year 
function and provide ample food and 
non-alcoholic drinks. 

¶ Parents providing alcohol to their 
teenagers should monitor the amount 
and also percentage of alcohol in the 
product purchased. 
 

WHILE ON HOLIDAY: 

¶ Whilst driving remain patient and 
remember: “drive, revive and survive”. 

¶ At all times ensure your car is locked 
and any items of value should be locked 
in the boot.   

¶ When boating, ensure you know the 
local regulations and have basic 
emergency equipment on board. Life 
Jackets (one per person on board), 
flares, cell phone and a marine radio.  

 
Should you be the victim of a crime whilst on 
holiday please report the offence to the station 
closest to your location.  
 
Should you witness an offence and the offender 

is still present ring 111.  

All the Emergency Services will be providing 
their normal 24/7 service during the Christmas 
holiday break and would be grateful if we had 
no serious road crashes or other emergency 
situations. A police visit to a victim‟s family is 
devastating for the family members as well as 
the attending officer. 
 
Think safe and have a memorable holiday with 
family and friends. Along with CommSafe our 
emergency services wish you all the best for 
Christmas and the New Year. 

STOLEN VEHICLES are now online; 
A list of all vehicles stolen in New Zealand in the 

past six months is now available at;     

www.police.govt.nz/stolen/vehicles 

 

Deputy Commissioner Mike Bush says the new 

initiative is free, up-to-date and provides a 

simple, on the spot way of checking on a 

vehicle.  

 

The new database was officially launched at a 

meeting of the Crime Prevention Partnership 

Forum (CPPF) in Wellington. 

 

"This has been an initiative that's been 

developed in partnership with the CPPF, a 

group that represents a wide range of businesses 

who want to help Police to prevent crime." 

 

Many of the businesses involved in CPPF will 

get great benefits from the database, Mr. Bush 

said.  "It will be a resource for security guards, 

insurance companies, moteliers, scrap metal 

dealers and community policing patrols. 

 

"It also has obvious benefits for people buying 

second-hand vehicles, garages that service 

vehicles and service stations where petrol thefts 

can regularly be associated with stolen 

vehicles." 

 

The data-base allows the search via registration 

plate number, VIN, engine or chassis number.  

This is run against all outstanding stolen flagged 

numbers. 

 

A hit will return the make, vehicle type and 

colour, and when the vehicle was reported 

stolen. 

 

Users can also generate a list of all outstanding 

vehicles that have been stolen during the past 

six months for all of New Zealand or in a single  

police district or combination of districts. 

 

"Potentially, it gives police many more pairs of 

eyes out there. People can do their own 

checking and then report it to Police. 

http://www.police.govt.nz/stolen/vehicles


                                                              
 

 
 

 

 

"It's an extra deterrent for offenders because 

now anyone with a smart phone can run the 

vehicle through the data-base on the spot,  The 

risk of being caught with a stolen vehicle has 

just risen considerably." 

 

The data-base will be updated three times a day. 

Police are hoping that with its introduction rates 

of vehicle theft will continue to decrease and 

more stolen vehicles will be recovered. 

 

 

Keep your NS Group Updated: 

Just a reminder to ensure that your 

Neighbourhood Support Group lists is kept up 

to date and any changes forwarded to me. It is 

important that we have exact email addresses 

as well.   

 

NSG Road/Street SIGNS: 

If you find your NSG Street Signs damaged or 

missing please let me know. 

Email: evanross.davidson@xtra.co.nz 

I can provide replacements or arrange new 

signs if they are non-existent.    

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT CONTACT NUMBERS 

In an emergency or if an offence is being 
committed and offenders are still present 

always dial 111.  
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Te Awamutu Police Station
Ph: 872-0100 

Community Constable
Snr Constable Richard Hurrell
Ph:  870-3961, or 872-0100
Email: Richard.Hurrell@police.govt.nz

Contacting your local police

 

 

 

 

Please forward or pass this Notice on to 

your other NS group members. 

 

 

ôWishing you all  

A  merry Christmas and  

A  Happy New Yearõ 

 

 

Evan Davidson 
Community Safety Officer 

For CommSafe 

War Memorial Hall 

17-19 Lyon St or P.O. Box 42 

KIHIKIHI.    Ph: 870-6160.   

Email: evanross.davidson@xtra.co.nz 

mailto:evanross.davidson@xtra.co.nz

